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Original Articles. 

a medico-legal study of the 
CALCUTTA RIOTS OF 1926. 

* 

By J. C. DE, 

MAJOR, I.M.S., 

Police Surgeon, Calcutta- 

During the summer months of l'^e Peace and orderly progress of the city of Calcutta 
were violently disturbed 

_ 
by three successiv- 

communal riots, resulting in loss of hfe to 
and injury to 1,201 individuals. ? 

# # 

In this connection 124 dead, the victims o _ 

1 

riots, were subjected to post-mortem examina- 
tion at the Police Morgue, Calcutta. _ 

As all the 

victims succumbed from homicidal injuries tne 

?ccasion presented an exceptional opportuni > o 

studying such injuries and their effects, an ur 

ther the types of injuries that may be expec 
- 

during riots. This is my excuse for presenting 
this paper, which, it is hoped, will be of interest 
to those whose duties take them to coin s <. 

expert medical witnesses, and who, in course o 

evidence, are called upon to give their consider- 
ed opinion regarding the nature, mode o cans 

ti?n, and the effect of injuries on the victim. 

Table I. 

Commenced. Finished. Duration. 

First riots .. 2-4-26 8-4-26 7 days. 

Second riots .. 22-4-26 29-4-26 8 

Third riots .. 18-7-26 22-7-26 5 ? 

, 
A striking feature of the riots, as shown in 

Fable I, was that each of them lasted approxi- 
mately a week. 

Table II. 

Number in- 

Number jured and 

During killed in died subse- 

streets. quently in 

hospital. 
F>rst riots .. 12 30 42 

Second riots .. 20 34 54 

Third riots .. 8 20 

As shown in Table II, the second riots were 

those responsible for the largest number ot 

deaths, as also fcr the largest number killed out 
r'ght in the streets. 

Table III. 

Greatest intensity of the riots. 

Total killed out- 

right or mortally 
injured. 

First riots .. First two days 22 

Second riots .. Fifth and sixth day 26 

Third riots .. First day 14 

Table IV. 

Principal causes of death. 
These were as follows:? 

Stab wounds alone 50 cases 
Head injuries with fractures of 

the skull . . 31 
? 

Gunshot wounds . . 19 ? 

Cut wounds . . . . 4 ? 

Mixed injuries . . 20 
? 

It will be seen from Table IV that stab wounds 
were responsible for the largest number of 
deaths (40-3 per cent.), and for a little more than 
one and a half times as many fatalities as the 
next chief cause of death, viz. head injuries with 
fractures of the skull. 

Table V. 

Total number of zvounds. 

The total number of wounds found on the 124 

dead persons was 511, and they were distributed 
as follows:? 

Contusions . . 94 
Cuts and stabs . . . . 208 
Lacerated wounds . . . . 190 
Gunshot wounds . . 19 

making an average number of 4-13 wounds per 
individual. The corresponding averages for the 
three different riots worked out at 41, 5-0, and 
4-8 per individual. 

Table VI. 

Multiplicity of zvounds. 

Single injuries . . .. 24 persons 
1 to 4 injuries . . 75 persons 
5 to 9 injuries . . 12 persons 
10 or more injuries . . 13 persons 

The largest number of injuries found on an} 
one person was 17. The majority of the head 
injuries consisted of incised or lacerated wounds; 
stab wounds occurred mostly in the chest, and 
the largest number of such found in any one 

person was five. Stab wounds of the abdomen 
were mostly single. 

Table VII. 

Mortality with reference to age, sex, and caste. 

A.ee- Sex. Hindus. Mohamedans.Total. 
10 to ?0 years Ma'e. 1 4 5 
20 to 40 

? Male. 50 30 80 
40 to 60 ? Male. 17 19 36 
Over 60 ? Male. 12 3 

Totals .. All males. 69 55 124 

A relieving feature of the above table is that 
there was no female among the killed, nor any 
children or very old males. The youngest male 
killed was aged 18 and was shot accidentally, 
whilst the oldest male was a fakir who had some- 
how got sandwiched between the rioters. To 
some extent the sparing of women and children 
showed the survival of a grain of humanity 
among the welter of passions let loose. 
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Table VIII. 

Summary table of stab wounds of the chest. Total number of wounds, 54. 

Location. 

1. Over left sub- 
clavicular and 

mammary re- 

gions (2nd- 
4th space). 

2. Over right sub- 
clavicular and 
mammary re- 

gions (2nd- 
4th space). 

3. Over back of 
the chest. 
Right side 

Upper 
Middle 
Lower 

4. Over back of 
the chest. 
Left side 

Upper 
Middle 
Lower 

5. Do. sides of 
the chest. 

Right 
Left 

Number. 

P. 

3 

Nil 
Nil 
3 

N P.* 

Nil 

Nil 

5 
Nil. 
4 

Organs injured. 

Heart alone in 3 
cases. Heart 
and lung in 6 
cases. 

Right lung .. 3 
Heart, right 
auricle .. 1 

Ascending 
aorta .. 1 

Right lung .. 5 
Liver .. 2 

Penetrating but 
not injuring 
an internal 

organ .. 2 

Left lung .. 3 
Heart, left 
auricle .. 1 

Descending 
aorta .. 1 

Liver .. 1 

Right lung .. 1 

Left lung .. 1 

Penetrating but 
not injuring 
an internal 

organ .. 2 

Average size of 
external wounds. 

14" X 4" X 3" 

2" X 1" X 3". 

Average size of 
penetr a t i n g 
wounds 

li" X 4" X34" 

11" X 4" X 2". 

Internal 
bleeding 

where heart 
alone in- 
jured. 

40 ozs. 

respectively. 
30 ozs. 

respectively. 
8 ozs. 

respectively. 

Internal 
bleeding 

where heart 
and lungs 

injured. 

Average 
20 ozs. 

Minimum 
14 ozs. 

Maximum 
40 ozs. 

30 ozs. Nil 

Internal bleeding varied 
from 2 ozs. to 80 ozs. 

Average, 24 ozs. 

Average, 10 ozs. 

Duration of 
life where 
heart alone 

injured. 

Nil, 2 
20 minutes 1 

Few 
minutes. 

Duration of 

life where 
heart and 

lungs 
injured. 

Nil. 
or few 
minutes 4 

20 minutes 1 

50 ? 
1 

Nil 

Duration of life varied 
considerably from a 

few minutes to 36 

hours. 

From 7 hours to 9 days. 

* P. = penetrating, and N. P. = non-penetrating wounds. 

Remarks on stab wounds of the chest resulting 
in death. 

Total deaths due to this cause .. 25 

Total stab wounds found on the 
25 dead .. 54 

Of these 34 were penetrating and 20 non-pene- 
trating wounds. 
A point worth noting here is that 62-3 per cent, 

of all stab wouiids of the chest were penetrating 
injuries and in all, except in 4 cases only, had 

penetrated an important internal organ, a point 
worth remembering when dealing with these in- 
juries during life. 
The non-penetrating stab wounds of the chest 

were all situated over the back, and of these 

eleven, or more than half the total, were situated 
over the shoulder blades, which no doubt proved 
an obstacle to penetration. The stab wounds of 
the front of the chest predominated, as might be 
expected, on the left side (9 out of 14) and those 
of the back predominated on the right side (19 
out of 31). 
Of these various stab wounds three penetrated 

directly through bone. In one case the weapon 
had passed through the upper part of the right 

half of the sternum, corresponding to the level 
of the second inter-costal space, and had cut into 

the ascending aorta 1 inch above its root. The 

internal bleeding amounted to 40 ozs. and the man 
died in a few minutes. 

In a second case the weapon had passed 
through the lower part of the left half of the 

sternum, corresponding to the level of the 5th 
inter-costal space, injuring underneath the peri- 
cardium and the right ventricle of the heart. The 
internal bleeding amounted to 8 ozs. only. The 
man was found dead in the street and the small- 
ness of the internal bleeding suggested death in 
a few seconds. 

In a third case the deceased had a stab wound 
over the spine at the level of the 4th dorsal ver- 
tebra, which had gone clean through the vertebra 
and the spinal cord and had cut into the descend- 
ing aorta \ inch above the bifurcation of the 
trachea. The internal bleeding amounted to 

50 ozs. The man was found dead in the street 
and must have died within a few minutes. 

With regard to the frequency of injury to the 
internal organs in these 25 cases of stab wounds 
of the chest 
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(?) Wounds of the heart alone occurred in 
4 individuals. 

. 

(b) Wounds of both heart and lungs occurred in 7 individuals. 
(0 Wounds of the lung only (including two 

eases in which the liver also was injured) 
occurred in 12 individuals. 

Table IX. 

Stab wounds of the abdomen. Total number of wounds, 20. 

Location. 

L On the epigas- 
trium 

2. On umbilical 
region 

3- Hypochondrium 
(Right) 

4- Hypochondrium 
(Left) 

5. Iliac region 
(Right) 

6. Iliac region 
(Left) .. 

'? Loin (Right) 1, 
(Left) 2 

No. 

4 

3 

Organs injured. 

Liver, 4, stomach, 
1. 

Small intestine 1 

(jejunum). 
Mesentery of 

small intestine, 
1. Stomach and 

duodenum, 1. 

Jejunum. Trans- 
verse colon. 

Stomach. Des- 

cending colon. 
Transverse 
colon, 2. Jeju- 
num. 

Crecum and ileum, 
1. Nil, 1. 

Descending colon. 

Nil, 1. Liver, 1. 

Spleen, 1. 

Average size 
of external 
wounds. 

If Xj"x3i' 

Do. 

To. 

rxrx3' 

l"xi'x2" 

Do. 

rxrx2" 

Internal bleeding. 

From 24 to 48 
ozs., average 34 
ozs. 

From 6 to 18 ozs. 

Nine cases were 

operated on; all 
died. 

Duration of life. 

Short time; long- 
est 4 hours in 
one case. 

Up to 40 minutes. 

15.6 hours on the 
average; 21 
hours after stab 
wound of liver. 
6 hours after 
stab wound of 
spleen and 
splenectomy. 

Where i ^ 

died. Operation. 

Hospital Nil. 

Do. Do. 

Do. I In all ex- 

cept 3, viz., 
stab 
wounds of 
the loin 
and in one 
involvi n g 
the sto- 
mach. 

The order of frequency of wounds of the 

various chambers of the heart was as follows. 

Left ventricle, thrice; right ventricle, twice; 
)f)th ventricles, twice; auricles, once each. 

M'ith regard to the duration of life after wounds 
?f the heart, 9 patients either died in the street 
or on their way to hospitals, whilst one lived 

for 

minutes and another for 50 minutes respec- 

tively. T]le former had a stab wound 5|8 inch 
?n.? transfixing the heart near its apex, going 
through both ventricles, penetrating through the 
diaphragm into the abdominal cavity and inflict- 

'"S a cut 3|8 inch long on the anterior wall of 
the stomach. The internal bleeding amounted to 
0 ozs., and the man lived 20 minutes. In the 

Sec?nd case the stab wound had penetrated 
trough the upper lobe of the left lung into the 
?avity of the left ventricle, the wall of which was 

jut across transversely for 3|8 inch. The internal 

deeding amounted to 50 ozs. and the man lived 
or 50 minutes. 

I he bulk of the stab wounds were inflicted by 

weapons resembling a knife of large type, such 
as a clasp knife or dagger, measuring roughly 
3 to 4 inches in length and f-inch in breadth. 
Most of the stab wounds showed clear-cut edges 
and corners, showing that the weapons used had 
probably been especially sharpened for the 

specific purpose. 

Remarks on stab wounds of the abdomen. 
Of the 20 fatal cases of stab wound of the 

abdomen, 17 out of 20 had stab wounds entering 
in the front of the abdomen. In all instances the 
abdominal cavity had been penetrated, and in 18 
cases some important viscus had been injured; in 
2 the stomach, in 8 the liver, the small intestine 
in 4, the large intestine in 6, and the spleen in 1 
case. In the 4 cases where the liver alone was 

injured, death took place shortly afterwards and 
the average amount of internal bleeding was 26 
ozs. In one patient in whom the abdomen was 
opened and the liver stitched death took place 
4 hours later. The 2 cases where the stomach 
was injured died within a few minutes of admis- 
sion to hospital. Of 9 patients who were oper- 
ated on, 5 showed injuries to the large intestine, 
2 to the small intestine, and 2 to both small and 
large intestines. The average duration of life 
after injury to the large intestine was 26 hours, 
after injury to the small intestine 20 hours; 
where both were injured 15 hours; and the 

average of all 9 patients, 15-6 hours. Two other 
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individuals died after a lapse of some days from 
peritonitis, one after a stab wound of the right 
iliac fossa without injury to any viscus in 3 days, 
and another after stab wound of the right hypo- 
chondrium with perforation of the jejunum in 
9 days. 

Tabl? X. 

Stab wounds of the neck, 4 cases. 

Location. 

1. Root of left side 
of neck. 

2. Stab wound right 
side of neck, 
just below tip 
of right mastoid 
process. 

3. Suprasternal 
angle. ? 

Left side of neck 
near angle of 
lower jaw. 

Number 
of 

wounds. 
Organs injured. 

Left innominate 
vein. 

Vertebral artery. 

Right common 

carotid artery 
and right lung. 

Left common 

carotid artery 
and oesophagus. 

Size of wound. 

i" X I" X 2? 

X" v 3" v 91' 2 A, -4 /\ ^2 

H" X i" X 3J" 

3" X i" X H' 

Where died. 

Street. 

Hospital. 

Street. 

Street. 

Duration of life. 

6 hours. 

In Table X only one case calls for comment. 

Case No. 2 was a young well-nourished male 

aged 30, who had a small wound measuring ? X 
\ inch on the upper part of the right side of the 
neck, just behind the tip of the mastoid process, 

Tablk XI. 

Cut wounds of the neck, 3 cases. 

Location. 

Across middle of 
left side of 
neck. 

2. Upper part of 

left side of neck 
from angle of 

jaw to mastoid 

process. 

3. Back of the neck. 

Size of wound. 

4" X 2i" X bone 
deep. 

4" X X muscle 
deep. 

4" X I" X 2". 

Where died. 

Street. 

Hospital 

Do. 

Structures injured. Duration of life 

Trachea just below 
cricoid cartilage: 7th 
cervical vertebra open- 
ing into spinal canal: 
left common carotid 
artery, vein and vagus 
nerve. 

Muscular vessels and 
nerves: (had also a 

stab wound on left loin 
and kidney). 

Muscles, muscular ves- 

sels, and nerves. 

24 hours. 

7 days. 
(Died of pneu- 

monia.) 

with no other injury. It was a very simple, 
superficial looking wound, and yet had caused 
death. On dissection it was found that the 
wound was 2\ inches deep, had opened the spinal 
canal through the occipito-atlantoid ligament, and 
had cut open the right vertebral artery obliquely, 
where it winds round the posterior arch of the 

atlas. There had been free bleeding around the 
stem of the brain, and the blood had forced its 

way through the roof of the 4th ventricle up the 
iter into the 3rd ventricle, and further into the 
lateral ventricles. The patient died 4 hours after 
the injury. This case serves to illustrate the point 

previously mentioned that the most innocent 

looking stab wound may be quite deadly. 
One further patient, not recorded in the above 

tables, died from a stab wound of the thigh in- 
volving the femoral vessels. 

Case 1 in Table XI is worth noting. Here, 

although the deceased had an extensive cut wound 
across the neck, the bleeding had been insignifi- 
cant. He had three other injuries to the head. 
It was reported that the man was assaulted on 
the head by several persons, and fell down un- 

conscious, whereupon a passing taxi driver got 
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?ut of his car and deliberately cut the patient's 
throat and then escaped. The insignificance of 
the bleeding from the wound of the neck 

seems 

t? be consistent with this report of what had 

occurred. The incident well illustrates the fury 
and blood lust raised during these communal 

Table All. 

Fractures of the skull. 

Type of 
fractures 
and total 
number. 

Comminuted 
fractures, 
(7, 

(6) 

fissured 
fractures, 

Ages. 

70 years, 1. 

55 years, 1. 

About 35, 
the others. 

Depres s e d 60 years, 1; 
fractures, others 30 

(18) 

to 45 

years. 

m i d d 1 e 

aged men. 

External injury. 

Lacerated wounds 
in 5. Cut 

wounds by a 

chopper in 2. 

Lacerated wounds, 
4- 

. 0 
Contusions, /. 

55 years, 1; Lacerated wound 

o t h e r s in 4. 
_ . , 

young and A bruise in 

other, 14. 

Internal injury. 

Membranes and 

brain lacerated 
in 3 and only 
contused in 4. 

Membranes and 

brain lacerated 
in 3 and con- 

tused in the 

other 3. 

(a) Extra-dural 
hemorrhage in 

6. 
(b) Laceration 
of membranes 
and brain, 2. 

(c) In all others 
contusion of 
these structures. 

Situation of 

injury. 

R. forehead, 1. 

R. side of head, 1. 

R. back of head, 
(2). 

L. side of head, 2. 
L. back do., 1. 

R. temple, 1. 
R. back of head, 1 

L. forehead, 1. 

L. temple, 3. 

R. temple and 
side of head, 4. 

L. temple and 
side of head, 6. 

Top of head, 3. 
Back of head, 5. 

Where died. 

Hospital, 5. 
Street, 2. 

Hospital. 

Hospital. 

Duration of life. 

Where membranes 
and brain were 

lacerated, from 
a few minutes 
to 3 hrs. Where 
these structures 
were contused, 
under 12 hrs. 

All cases were 

operated on. 

Average dura- 
tion of life 11 

hrs., except one 

man who died 
in 3 days from 
meningitis. 

(a) Average dura- 
tion where 
membranes and 
brain were lace- 
rated, from a 

few minutes to 
6 hours. 

(b) With extra- 
dural haemor- 
rhage (not oper- 
ated on) lli hrs. 

(c) With contu- 
sion of brain 
and some sur- 

face haemor- 
rhage on brain, 
40 hours. 

Gunshot wounds of the abdomen recited in 
7 deaths. Of these injuries, 2 were situated ove the back, 1 over the left hip and 4 in frontT," 0nly 3 cases was there an exit wounc.^ average size of the entrance wounds was 4 

and of the exit wounds \ inch. In one 

revolver bullet was found in the abdomen, 
entrance wound measured 5116 inch an 

there was no exit wound. The interna lnjui 
)vere chiefly those to the intestines in 4 cases, 
lri 2 other instances the viscera injured were ie 

sPleen and kidney respectively. , 

Except for one instance, where the ex er 
diac vessels were injured and the victim c iec the spot, the other patients died in hospital at 

Penods varying from 3^ hours to 5 days rom 

shock, peritonitis, and?in one case pneumonia. 

Two patients were operated on; in one of these 
cases splenectomy was clone, bnt the patient died 
in 3^ hours. 
In addition to these 7 cases of gunshot wound 

of the abdomen there was one fatal case of gun- 
shot wound of the thigh. The entrance wound 
measured 3116 inch and was situated in the upper 

front quadrant of the right hip, with an exit 
wound 1 inch in diameter above the fold of the 
nates. The head of the left femur had been 
shattered and the patient died in hospital. 

Gunshot wounds of the chest were responsible 
for 7 deaths. The entrance wounds were in 2 
instances over the back of the right shoulder, 1 

on the right side over the 9th intercostal space, 
in 2 in the front of the chest, and in 2 on the left 
side of the back. Of the 7 deaths one was due 
to the use of a shotgun. There were exit wounds 
in 5 of the 7 cases. With regard to the internal 
injuries, the heart and lungs were injured in 5 
instances, in 1 the lungs only were injured, and 
in another the spleen only. The internal bleeding 
amounted on an average to 25 ozs. The wound- 
ed died on the spot or on the way to hospital, 
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cxcept in the case where the spleen only was in- 
jured. This patient was immediately subjected 
to splenectomy, but died 3 hours later. 
One case deserves special mention. In this 

case an eyewitness swore that the victim was 

deliberately shot by a police sergeant with a re- 

volver. Examination showed in the middle of the 
left side of the back 17 small round shot holes 

covering an area 3| inches in diameter. Both 

Tabus XIII. 

Gunshot wounds of the abdomen, 7 cases. 

Entry. 

1. Over 
left sacro- 
iliac joint. 

2. Right 
side of 
bed sore 

area. 

3. Upper 
front qua- 
drant of 
left hip. 

4. Left 
side of 
abdomen. 

Location, 
height, 

character 
and size of 

wound. 

Exit 
wound 

Round, 
7116". 

Round, i' 
Height, 
3'?IF. 

Round, I". 
Height, 
3'?2". 

5. Right | Round, 
umbilic a 1 
region. 

6. Right 
lumbar re- 

Do. 

5116". 
Height, 
3'?2". 

Round, i" 
Height, 
3 

Operated. 

Nil. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Height and 
character of 
exit wound. 

Nil. 

li" X i", elon- 
gated. Right 
lower part of 
umbilical re- 

gion. Height, 
3'?21". 

Oval, 1" X ?". 
Left iliac re- 

gion, 3'?2\". 

Revolver bullet 
found over up- 
per anterior 
quadrant o f 
ilium. 

Round, I". Left 
lumbar, Height, 
3'?H". 

Direction 
of fire. 

From be- 
hind di- 
rectly for- 
ward. 

From be- 
hind for- 

wards, up- 
wards and 
inwards. 

From left 
to right 
and for- 
wards. 

From right 
to left, 
back- 
wards and 
d o w n - 

wards. 

From right 
to left. 

Organs injured. 

Small bowel. 

Right external 
iliac artery and 
vein. Bowel not 
inj ured. 

Sigmoid flexure 
and colon. 

Spleen surgically 
removed. 

Small bowel in 
four places. 

Lower pole of 
left kidney per- 
forated. No 
bowel injury. 

Small bowel. 

Internal 
bleeding. 

12 ozs. opal- 
e s cent 
fluid due 
to peri- 
tonitis. 

24 ozs. 

20 ozs. opal- 
e s cent 
fluid due 
to peri- 
tonitis. 

Where Duration 
died, of life. 

Hospital. 5 days. 

Died on 
the spot. 

Hospital 

Do. 3i hrs. 

4 ozs. blood Do. 18J hrs. 
and flakes 
of lymph. 

12 ozs. Do. i hr. 

Do. 8 hrs 

lungs and the aorta showed perforations. The 

, 
internal bleeding amounted to 32 ozs. and the 
man died on the spot. Buckshot was recovered 
from the injured viscera. The true facts of 
the case were that the deceased was shot by a 
policeman armed with a shotgun whilst in the 
act of making an attack upon the police sergeant 
with a spear. The medical evidence entirely dis- 
proved the story of the eyewitness. 

Gunshot wounds of the head accounted for 4 

deaths. All were revolver wounds, and there 
was no exit wound in any case. The bullet was 
found in 3 cases; in the 4th it had presumably 
passed out through the entrance wound, which 
was gaping. The brain was badly lacerated in 
all instances. Two individuals lived a short 

time; one with a severe laceration of the right 
cerebral hemisphere who lived 1 hour 40 minutes, 

and another with laceration of the frontal and 

temporal lobes, who lived for 3 hours. 
Gunshot wounds in general.?These in all ac- 

counted for 20 deaths. Where the projectile 
could not be found, in many cases the nature of 
the firearm used remained a matter for conjec- 
ture. It was found, however, that revolver and 
pistol wounds usually showed an entrance wound 
measuring from 113rd to inch in diameter, 
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whilst the bullet frequently lodged in the body 
and there was no exit wound. In all cases t ie 

course of the bullet inside the body was in a 

straight line, joining entrance to exist 
wounds, 

Tabl* XIV. 

Gunshot wounds of the chest. Total 7. 

Entry. 

Right side, 9th 
inter space 
p o s t-axillary 
line. 

Lower part 
front middle 
line of chest. 

Front left 
chest, 2nd in- 
ter space 1" 
to left of 
middle line. 

Back of right 
shoulder. 

Do. 

Left lower 
chest; 7th in- 
ter space nipple 
line. 

^ ? Left back 
between left 
shoulder blade 
and the spine. 

Height, 
character 
and size. 

Round 318' 
Height, 
3'?91". 

Round, 
1|6". 

Height, 4'. 

Round, 
1|6". 

Height, 
3?82". 

Round, 
Height, 
3'?lli". 

Do. 

Height, 
4'?43". 

Oval, 
r x r 
Height. 
3'?41". 

17 small 
r o u n d 
shot holes 
over a 

circle 34" 
in dia- 
meter. 

Exit wound. 
Height, character 

and size. 

Left side, 2" 
above and to the 

left of le't 

nipple. Height, 
4'?1". Long, 

2nd slit, 5116". 

Middle left back. 

Ragged wound, 

7116". Height, 
3'?lli"* 

Back of right 
shoulder. Round 
1|6". Height, 
3?95". 

Tust above ante- 

rior fold left 

axilla. Split, 
f'Xi". Height, 
4'. 

Left upper front 

chest between 

nipple and ante- 
rior axillary 

border; split, 
f"Xi". Height, 
3'?lli" 

(Operated on.) 

Direction 
of fire. 

From be- 

low up- 
w a r d s, 
for ward 
and to the 
left. 

From be- 
fore back- 
w a r d s , 

down- 
wards and 
to the 
left. 

From be- 

fore back- 
w a r d s, 
upwa r d s 
and to the 

-right. 

From right 
to left. 

Organs injured. 

Lower lobes, both 

lungs. Left ven- 
tricle heart. 9th 
right and 5th 
left ribs frac- 

tured. 

Right ventricle of 
the heart. 

Pulmonary artery. 
Superior vena- 

cava. Upper lobe 
right lung: 4th 
rib fractured 
behind. 

Both lobes of left 
lung. 3rd rib 
fractured. 

From right Right lung, left 

to left and 

upwards. 

From be- 

hind for- 
wards. 

auricle of heart. 
Left 3rd rib 
fractured. 

Spleen surgically 
removed. 

Shot holes in both 

lungs, ascending 
aorta. Left 6th, 
7th and 8th ribs 
fractured. 

Internal 
bleed- 
ing. 

30 ozs. 

24 ozs. 

26 

18 ozs. 

20 ozs. 

Nature 
of 

weapon. 

Revol- 
ver. 

Where 
died. 

On the 
spot- 

Rifle or 0n tllc 

machine'way.to 
?un. hospital. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Shot- 
gun. 

On the 
spot- 

On the 
way to 

hospital. 

Do. 

Hos- 

pital. 

On the 

spot. 

Dura- 
tion of 
life. 

3 lirs. 

^here the latter existed (9 out of 19 instances). No body showed more than one bullet injury. 
Entry and exit wounds, where the latter were 

Present, corresponded in numbers and there was 
110 multiplicity of exit wounds although bones 

were injured in 13 out of the 19 cases. Signs of 
fire from close quarters were absent in all cases, 
and there was no burning, scorching or tattooing 
by powder in any of the entrance wounds. 

Twenty deaths were due to mixed injuries, 
consisting of bruises, lacerated wounds, stabs and 
cut wounds, situated on the head, trunk, and 
limbs. Of these 3 individuals had from 11 to 
17 injuries a piece; 6 had from 6 to 10 injuries 
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Table XV. 
Gunshot wounds of the head. Total 4 cases. 

Entry. 

1. Top fore- 
part of 
head over 
ante r i o r 
fontanelle. 

2. Right 
side fore- 

part of 
the head, 
1" behind 
the hair 
line. 

3. Left 
cheek. 

Height, 
character 
and size. 

Crucial tear, 
14" X I". 
Height, 
5'?4". 

Round 
hole, . 

Height, 
5?21". 

Exit. 

4. Left 
lower side 
of back 
of head. 

Round, 
5|16". 
Height, 
5'?3". 

Irregular, 
oblong, 

1" x I". 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Direction 
of fire. 

From above, 
down- 
wards and 
to right. 

From be- 
fore back- 
wards. 

From be- 
fore back- 
wards and 
to the 
right. 

From be- 
hind, for- 
wards. 

Organs injured. 

Bullet lodged in 

right temporal 
lobe of brain. 

Through right 
cerebral hemis- 

phere : lodged 
just to right of 
cruciate emi- 

Through base of 

brain: lodged in 
the right in- 
ferior occipital 
fossa. 

Though left cere- 
bral lobe and 
left base of 
brain as far as 

apex of petrous 
temporal bone. 

Nature 
of 

weapon. 

Revol- 
ver. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Where 
died. 

Hospital. 

Do. 

On the 

way to 

hospital. 

Hospital. 

Duration 
of life. 

3 hrs. 

1 hr. 

40 mins. 

Table XVI. 
Mixed injuries. Total deaths 20. 

Injuries of the 
head and number 

of injuries. 

Varied from 3?7." 

Nature of injuries. 

Bruises, lacerated 

wounds, c u t 

wounds asso- 

ciated with 
fracture of the 

skull, 7. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Other associated 
injuries. 

Stab wounds of 
chest only, 3. 

Stab wounds of 
abodmen only, 4. 

Cut wound right 
loin, 1 (A). 

Cut wound lower 
jaw, 3 (B). 

Cut wound of 
neck muscles 
deep, 1 (C). 

Cut wounds arms 
and forearms, 
3 (D). 

Cut wound, right 
thigh, femoral 
artery cut, 1 
(E). 

Stab wounds neck 
and chest, 1 
(A). 

Stab wounds neck 
and abdomen, 
2 (B). 

Stab wound, ab- 
domen and 
fracture of all- 
bones of face, 
(A). 

Injury of inter- 
nal organs. 

Penetrating left 
lung, 1 (A). 

Non-penetrating, 2 
(B). 

Liver, 1 (A). 
Kidney, 1 (B). 
Spleen, 1 (C). 
No organ in- 
jured, (D). 

Internal bleediiu Duration of life. 

(A) Nil pleura* 
fully adherent. 

(A) Operated on 
(B) 16 ozs. 
(C) 12 ozs. 

(D) 8 ozs. 

(A) Nil. 
(B) Nil. 
(C) Nil. 
(D) Nil. 
(E) Nil. 

(A) Pleura ad- 
herent. 

(B ) 7 ozs. 

(A) 12 ozs. 

(A) 6 hours. 
(B) 19 and 42* 
hours. 

(A) 2\ days. 
(B) Died in the 
street. 

(C) I hour. 
(D) 6 hours. 
(A) Died in the 
street. 

(B) Average 12 
hours. 

(C) 34 hours. 
(D) ?? 
(E) Died in the 
street. 

(A) In a short 
while. 

(B) 2 hours. 

(A) Died in the 
street. 
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ijP'ece, whilst the other 11 cases showed from 

to 5 injuries apiece. All had head injuries, 
arymg from 3 to 7 in number. Details are 

snown in Table XVI. 


